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Abstract 
The study examines Ivan Illich’s critical archaeology of the book. 
Although writing dates back to well before the advent of books, the 
codex as a medium is an invention of Christianity, just as the 
emergence of the individual reader can be linked to monasticism. 
Illich outlines the interconnected history of the book as an object and 
the act of reading, highlighting the significant changes that, in his 
view, were not brought about by technical innovations, but rather by a 
shift in thinking. With his imaginary medieval perspective, he seeks to 
shock us into realizing that we no longer know what reading actually 
is as an activity. 
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