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Abstract 
Two philosophers with Austrian origin, Ivan Illich and André Gorz 
are among the most significant diagnosticians and critics of the 
modern and postmodern industrial society. Both of them observed the 
dangers based on the cult of advancement and on technological 
gigantism that enforce upon humans a new-type slavery as early as the 
second half of the last century. Ivan Illich set the vision of the liveable 
society against the threat of the technological apocalypse. Beyond 
that, he inexorably criticised the authoritarian institutions of the 
modern society (education, healthcare); and he urged the creation of 
organic, local and democratic communities as opposites of the global 
trade, which is a threat of an ecological catastrophe. André Gorz who 
synthetized the ideas of Western Marxism and Existentialism, 
expressed a hard criticism of the progressmania of the modern 
capitalism that is usually connected with the augmentation of the 
intensity of the work, the extreme growth of the maniacal 
consumption and destruction of the environment. Gorz’s ideas linked 
the need of the liberation from the compulsion for work with the 
imperative of the guaranteed basic income. 
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